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Guidance on eligibility for inclusion of an institution in the Listed Bodies Order

The following is intended to provide guidance on which institutions would be eligible for inclusion in the Listed Bodies Order. The current Order can be found online at http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2007/uksi_20072687_en.pdf (​http:​/​​/​www.opsi.gov.uk​/​si​/​si2007​/​uksi_20072687_en.pdf​).

The Listed Bodies Order is a Statutory Instrument which, because of the lengthy administrative, legal and parliamentary process involved, is normally updated by the Department once every two years. 

Recognised UK universities or UK higher education institutions with their own degree awarding powers supply the Department with details of institutions for inclusion in the Listed Bodies Order during a collation exercise conducted by DIUS. The list of institutions that appear on the Order are published in the Department’s recognised UK degrees website and can be found at
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/recognisedukdegrees/index.cfm?fuseaction=institutes.list&InstituteCategoryID=2 (​http:​/​​/​www.dfes.gov.uk​/​recognisedukdegrees​/​index.cfm?fuseaction=institutes.list&InstituteCategoryID=2​). 

To be included in the Listed Bodies Order:

  An institution must offer a complete honours or foundation degree course, leading to a degree of a recognised body.  (Institutions which offer part of a degree course or contributions to a degree course are not included);
  An institution must offer degree courses.  (Institutions offering diploma courses only, undergraduate or post graduate, should not be included);
  An institution must currently exist and currently provide degree courses. (The Listed Bodies Order is not intended to provide a 'historical' perspective.  Institutions which no longer exist, for example through merger, or which no longer provide degree courses, should not be included);




Students are strongly recommended to first find out from an institution which body awards the degree for their chosen course and carry out a thorough investigation to satisfy themselves that it is a legitimate qualification and meets the requirements of prospective employers.

It is the recognised bodies that supply the Department with details of those institutions that provide full degree courses on their behalf.  The Department cannot accept representations for inclusion on the Listed Bodies Order direct from degree course providers.

The Listed Bodies Order must in no way be confused with the Department’s Register of providers. http://www.dfes.gov.uk/providersregister/ (​http:​/​​/​www.dfes.gov.uk​/​providersregister​/​​)

An organisation being listed on the Department’s Register will not necessarily mean automatic inclusion in the Listed Bodies Order. There are over 14,000 education and training establishments on the Register and the vast majority will not have any role in the delivery of higher education qualifications at all.

